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A Letter to our Community 

O
n March 7, 200 1 Master Police Officer Steven J. Underwood gave his 
life in the li ne o f d uty. O fficer Underwood loved this commu nity and 
served it wi th honor and pride. 

MAY 200 1 

+ Pacific Highway South 
Improvement Project 
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+ Where Does Your 
Property Tax Go? 
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+ Animal Control 

Never doubt that you live in a special place. Always know that the vast ma
j ority of your neighbors - many thousands of wonderful people - truly care for 
our community and those who work to protect and improve it. These are just 
some of the sil ver linings that the Des Moines Police family came to realize fol
lowing the tremendous outpouring o f support and concern we experienced fol

Officers Academy 
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+ Senior Center Mother's 
Day Fashion Show 
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Citizens Can Help Keep 
City's Streams Clean 
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Renovated Ball 
Fields Dedicated 

Local dignilaries helped dedicate 
newly renovared Olympic and 
Midway baseball fields on March 
3/. Rig/a, King County Executive 
Ron Sims speaks to the crowd of 
Liule Leaguers and parents. Des 
Moines Mayor Scou Thomasson is 
to the left. The renovarions were the 
esult of a parmership benveen the 

lowing the tragic death of Officer Underwood. 
On behalf of the Des Moines Po lice Department and the entire City of De 

Moines, I would like to express my heartfe lt gratitude and appreciation for 
each and every kind act or expression of support our police officers and City Steuen Underwood 

sta ff received, and in fact continue to receive, from so many of you. Your em-
pathy and encouragement through these tryi ng times will not be forgotten. We all fee l the spiri t of 
your good will. 

On Tuesday, March 13, during the memorial service and motorcade to honor Officer Underwood, 
I was moved and inspired by the public's great expression of respect for Steve. School children of all 
ages and races lined the streets of do wntown Des M oines and, a long with thousand of others s tand
ing along the route, they he ld up signs, they saluted , and they c ried. Such ges tures are more than just 
s ilver linings, they serve as motivation for all of us in public service to carry on and do the tough 
work needed to improve our communi ties. 

Officer Underwood's team of fell ow patrol officers re turned to regular duty the following week. 
At the beg inning of the ir shift, they each rad ioed in to inform the call center that Steve was present 
as their backup. I hope that Steve's legacy is as much of a backup and inspiration to you and to our 
community as your kind words and support have been to all of us in Des Moines. 

Donald R. Obermiller 
Des Moines Chief of Police 

ity of Des Moines, Higlrline School 
istrict, King County and South 

Highline American and National 
Liule Leagues. 
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DES MOINES DIRECTORY 

City Hall, 2 1630 II th Ave. S. 
206-878-4595 

Business Hours: Monday - Friday 
8 a.m. - 4:30 p.m. 

City Council - 206-878-4595 
Scott Thomasson, Mayor 
Bob Sheckler, Mayor Pro Tern 
Terry Brazil 
Dave Kaplan 
Dan Sherman 
Gary Towe 
Don Wasson 

C itv Offices 
C11 y Attorney .. .. . .. 206-870-6553 
City Clerk . . . . .. .... 206-878-4595 
City Manager .. .. . . . 206-870-6541 
Comm. Development .206-870-7576 
Engineering ... .. .... 206-870-6522 
Finance Director ..... 206-870-6512 
Marina . ..... . ..... 206-824-5700 
Municipal Court .. ... 206-878-4597 
Parks .............. 206-870-6598 
Police Department . ... 206-878-330 I 
Public Works ...... . . 206-870-6559 
Recreation .. ........ 206-870-6527 
Senior Services ... . .. 206-878- 1642 

Other Numbers 
Emergency ................. 91 1 
Fire (non-emergency) .206-878-2210 
Police (non-emergency) 206-878-330 I 
Animal Control .... . . 206-870-6549 
Field House . .. . . .... 206-870-6527 
Des Moines Library .. 206-824-6066 
Wood mont Library ... 253-839-0121 
Marina ............ 206-824-5700 
City Job Line . ...... 206-870-6593 
City Information Line ... 206-870-7585 

Visit the City's Web site 
www.ci.des-moines.wa.us 

Planning Continues for Pacific Hwy. S. Projec 

D esign engineering is nearly com
plete for the Pacific Highway 
South Roadway Improvement 

Project (SR 99). This project extends from 
South 216th Street to Kent-Des Moines 
Road. The project will greatly improve 
safety and aesthetics in the Pacific Ridge 
neighborhood by widening the roadway, 
providing sidewalks, landscaped medi ans, 
lighting, traffic signals at South 220th 
Street and South 224th Street, and a sig
nalized pedestrian crossing midway be
tween Kent-Des Moines Road and South 
224th Street. The project also provides 
high occupancy vehicle (carpool) lanes, 
bus pullouts, and additional intersection 
improvements. 

Soon , property owners and businesses 
along Pacific Highway South will be con
tacted by the City's consultant who will be 
appraising property frontages needed for 
the roadway widening. This process will 
continue throughout the summer months. 
The City will be contacting all affected 

property owners to discuss actual fronta~ 
needs, and to exp lain the acquisition 
process and the method of detem1ining 
fair and equitable compensation for the 
right-of-way. Draft channelization plans 
and right-of-way plans are available for 
viewi ng at the City Public Works 
Department. If you are a property owner 
interested in seeing these plans in advance 
of the City contacting you, please call 
Assistant City Engineer Maiya Andrews at 
(206) 870-6523 or send an e-mail to: 
mandrews@cityofdesmoines.com in order 
to arrange an appointment. Please note 
that analysis of each property will be done 
during the appraisal process. Specific de
tails of parking and access issues for each 
property will not be known until the ap
praisals are complete. 

Right-of-way acqu isition for this pro
ject will continue for the remainder of th is 
year, and into early next year. The con
struction phase of this project is scheduled 
to begin in summer 2002. 

City of Des Moines 
TAX TRIVIA ! 

Where Does My Property Tax Dollar Go? 



Police Department Host Animal Control Officer Academy 

l:le De Moines Police Department during March hosted 
the fifth Animal Control Officer Academy (ACOA). Des 
Mo ine An•mal Control Officer Jan Magnuson is the di

rector and an instructor of the ACOA, which is spon ored annu-
ally by the Washi ngton Animal Control As ociation and the 
Washington State Criminal Justice Tra ining Commission. 

The ACOA provides training to Animal Care and Control per
sonne l in Washington and Idaho. Thirty-five instructors provided 
quality training to the 24 students this year. The training consists 
of basic law enforcement classes such as cri minal law, search and 
seizure, investigat ive procedures, warrants, confl1 ct re olution 
and self defense; and animal control c lasses, such as capture and 
restraint, dog and cat behavior, breed identification, handling of 
wildlife and cruelly investigation . 

All enro lled students completed the two-week training, which 
included passing a final wriuen exam and participating in mock 
scenarios at the C nminal Justice Training Center. The gradual ion 
ceremony o n March 23 was auended by the students' familie 
and supervisor , which included police and animal control per
sonnel, and Des Moines Police Chief Don Obermiller. 

Congratu lations to all of the ACOA graduates ! 
Students at the Animal Control Officer Academy held in Des 
Moines received training in basic law enforcement. 

DES MOINES SENIOR CENTER 

MOTHER'S DAY 
VINTAGE FASHION SHOW 

Des Moines Senior Cente r, Seattle 
Goodwi ll Indust ries and Kimberley 's 
Exquisite Jewelry are hosting a Mother's 
Day Luncheon and Fashion Show at Des 
Moines Senior Center, Thursday, May I 0, 

noon to I :30 p.m . 
Tickets must be pur
chased in advance 
from the Senior 
Center. Cost is $5. 
The fashion show will 
fea ture fashions from 
the 20's, 30's and 40's. 
For more infonnation 
please call the Des 
Moines Senior Center 
a t 206-878- 1642. 

SENIOR CENTER 
VOLUNTEERS NEEDED 

The Des Moines Senior Center is cur
rently looking for a volunteer to coordi
nate the Center's Meals on Wheels pro
gram for homebound, frail e lde rly. The po
sition involves coordinating de li very dri
vers, welcoming new clients and weekly 
meal orders. The Senior Center is also 
looking for a volu nteer able to work 20 
hours per week in the fro nt office answer-

ing phones, registering parllctpants, and 
giving information and ass istance as need
ed. Hours for both positions are flexible. 
For more information, please call the Des 
Moines Sen ior Center at 206-878- I 642. 

SENIOR HEALTH 
AND SAFETY FAIR 

Wesley Homes and the Des Moines 
Senior Center are hosting a senior health 
and safety fa ir Wednesday, May 23, from 
10 a.m. to 3 p.m. a t Wesley Gardens. The 
fai r is free of charge and includes vendors 
providing information on pertinent senior 
health and safety issues. 

For information, please call the Des 
M oines Senior Center at 206-878- 1642. 

HUMAN SERVICES 
APPLICATIONS 

The C ity o f Des Moines began distrib
uting applications for its 2002 human ser
vices funds Monday, Apri l 16. Nonprofit 
agencies serving Des Moines residents are 

eligible to apply for funds. Application 
deadline is Friday, June 15. 

To receive an application or for more 
information, please call Sue Padden at 
206-870- 1642. 

Friends of Library 
Dessert Buffet May 4 

Friends of the Des Moines Library wi! l 
be welcoming all community members to 
the ir annual Dessert Buffet on Friday, 
May 4, beginning at 6:30 p.m. The event 
is free to those interested in supporting 
Friends' act ivities like summer reading for 
child ren and various library volunteer pro
jects. Live music wi ll accompany the 
choice of dessert , and a program featu ring 
award-winning book reviewer Chapple 
Langemack will be presented. Noted for 
her humorous and poignant reviews, Ms. 
Langemack will cover some of the bes t 
fic tion that the library has to offer. 

Summer Recreation Brochure 

The City of Des 
Mo ines Parks, 
Recreation and Sr. 
Services brochure list
ing summer classes and 
activities was recently 
sent to all residents. If 
you did not receive the 
brochure please call the 
Parks and Recreation 
Deparu11ent at 206-870-6527. 

El 



SURFACE WATER NEWS 0 6 

O
ur last Surface Water News anicle 
gave a quick summary of the re
sul ts of the water quality and 

health of the City's four major streams as 
reported in the recently completed 5-year 
Water Quality Monitoring Program. The 
areas of concern for all of the fi sh-bearing 
s treams were: 

I) fecal coliform bacteria, 
2) low dissolved oxygen , 
3) high temperature, and 
4) water turbidity. 
The streams involved in the study in

cluded Des Moines Creek, Massey Creek, 
Barnes Creek and McSorley Creek. 

What can you do to improve the water 
quality and health of our streams? 

• Take care of your septic system. 
Inspect your system every year and pump 
it out as necessary. Regular maintenance 
prevents solids from entering into and 
clogging the drai n fie ld (and prevents very 
costly repairs). Avoid flushing harmful 
materials that affect the operat ion of the 
system and can contaminate the ground
water. Use water wisely - keep water 
usage to below the designed daily flow of 
the system (450 gallons per day for a 3-
bedroom home). Online information is 
available at www.metrokc.gov. Contact 
your local sewer dis trict to fi nd out about 
hooking up to a sanitary system. 

• Take care of your pets. Keep pets 
out of the streams and clean up after pets 
and dispose of wastes in an appropriate 

What Are You Doing 
With Your Litter? 

City crews are spending a fair amount 
of time picki ng up li tter which is prevent
ing your tax dollars from bei ng used more 
effectively. It's especially noticeable near 
fas t- food/mini-mart locations, main thor
oughfares, parks, playground areas and 
street-end secluded areas. 

Please th ink about this 
before you toss it out 
your window, throw it 
on the ground or dump 
it in the bushes. Just a 
little reminder to be a 
good c itizen and an ex
ample for our chi ldren. 
Let's keep our city in 
ship shape! 

container. 
• Inspect your car for oil leaks. The 

street s torm system discharges into our 
creeks and the Puget Sound. 

• Preserve plants and trees adj acent to 
streams, lakes and wetlands. These plants 
provide shade to cool the temperature as 
well as habitat and refuge for fish and 
other aquatic life. 

• Reduce pestic ide usc and if used, 
read the product label carefully for how it 
is to be applied. 

• Reduce lawn fertilizers. Fertilizers 
remove dissolved oxygen from our 
streams. 

• Wash your car at a car wash faci lity 
or location where runoff will drain to a 
grassy area and not the torm collection 
system. 

• Communi ty car wa h events should 
use a free Clean Water Pump Kit available 
from the King County Department o f 
Natural Resources (206) 322-9296. Des 
Moines is looking into getting some of 
t11ese ki ts as well. 

• Save hazardous wastes and paints 
for the semi-annual collection event at the 
Des Moines Marina. Please do not ri nse or 
clean paint brushes in or around the s torm 
system. 

For infonnation about the hazardous 
waste collection program contact Corbitt 
Loch of Community Development at 
(206) 870-6568. 

Become a "stream watcher" and imme
diately report any spills or pollutants to the 

Residents can take measures to improue 
the quality of streams, including scenic 
Des Moines Creek. 

City Public Works Department. Become 
volunteer for he lping wi th s treamside 
planti ng projects, storm drain stenciling or 
stream clean-up events. 

The next Surface Water News will pre
sent some of the activ it ies and projects the 
City is doing to improve wate r quali ty and 
the health of our streams. For more infor
mation about the Water Quality and 
Volunteer programs, please contact Loren 
Reinho ld at (206) 870-6524. 

Compost Bin Sales Event Scheduled May 5 
King County is sponsoring a compost bin sales event on 

Saturday, May 5, in response to increasing interest in home com
posting. The sale will feature the Earth Machine, which normal
ly retails for $80. These bins are now priced at $20 plus , I 
sales for King County residents. Compost bins will be on 
sale at the following four locations from 9 a.m. to 4 p .m. 

• The Boeing Parki ng Lot, Renton 

• Issaquah Saturday Marke t, Pickering Bam, 
Issaquah 

• SuperMall in Auburn 

• Lake Washington Technical College, Kirkland 

-o--.,.. -
I' I ' 

For more in fonnatio n on the sale, please call (206) 296-4466 or visit 
http://dnr.metrokc.gov/swd/. 



City Sustains Little Damage in Earthquake 

W ednesday February 28, 2001, at 
approximate ly I 0:54 a.m. an 
earthquake of 6.8 magnitude 

shook the City of Des Moines and sur
rounding communities. Fortunately, the 
Ci ty sustained very lillie damage in com
parison to what might have been. 

Withi n minutes the various depart
ments were out inspecting for damage. 
Bridges, roadways, buildings (i nc luding 
chools and retirement center ), s treets, 
torm drainage, Marina piers, e tc. were 

among the fac il ities that were checked. It 
was a joint effort by various C ity 
Departments including, Community 
Development, Pol ice, Parks, Marina and 
Public Works assisted by the local fire and 
utility districts. 

A consultant from Reid Middleton 
Engineers wa called in to inspect the 
Saltwater Park Bridge tha t had been 

c losed earlier for precautionary measures. 
With the as is tance of Fire District #26, 
Chief Jim Polhamus and the department's 
e levated platform truck, the engineering 
consultant was able to complete the close
up inspection wi thin a couple hours . 

The consultant also accompanied City 
personnel during ins pec tion of the piers at 
the Marina and certa in buildings including 
the Senior Center. The C ity sustained rel
atively minimal damage estimated at 
$75,000, which has been submiued to the 
Wa hington State Disaster Center for 
FEMA ass istance. 

Thanks to the above mentioned City 
departments, fire and utility districts , as 
well as Re id Middleton, for their prompt 
response and assi tance to the situation 
that was at hand . It was a cooperative ef
fort and good trainin g for any future emer
genc ies. 

Slide Repair Project on 16th Avenue South 
Rescheduled for Early Summer 

D ue to de lays in acquiring permits, 
the 16th Avenue South slide repair 
project that was lated to start last 

fa ll is now scheduled for thi summer, per
haps as early as June. 

The project is located between the 
cross street of Kent-Des Moines Road 
and S. 240th Street. Due to the confined 
area, type of equipment involved and c rit
ical work around a high-pressure gas 
main, it will be necessary to c lose the road 
between Kern-Des Moines Road and 
240th S treet for a minimum of four 
months. Traffic wi ll be detoured around 
the site to Pacific Highway South and 
Marine View Drive during the closure pe
riod. 

The proposed repair includes the re
placement of the existing concrete box 
culvert with a new 12- foot span by 6-foot 
high steel arch culvert. The new culvert 
will be beuer a ligned with the creek chan
nel , thereby reduc ing erosion at the inlet 
and outlet, and will be lengthened to better 
match the grade of the s tream. The size of 
the new culvert will provide for a 100-year 
frequency storm and allow passage of fi sh 

(the existing culvert was a major fi sh pas
sage barrier). Other c lements o f the project 
will be roadside drainage from the west 
shoulder of 16th Avenue to the c reek and 
install ing gabion (rock-fi lled s teel baskets) 
headwalls at both ends of the culvert to 
support the shoulder of the road. 

As part o f the project, 16th Avenue wi ll 
be repaved from the cul vert area to Kent
Des Moines Road. The new pavement is 
necessitated by the water main replace
men t project, done by the Highline Water 
District following a break earlier th is year 
and by a sewer pipeline bypass project, 
comple ted last year (on the west shoulder 
of 16th Avenue South) by the Midway 
Sewer District 

The exis ting road cul vert was washed 
out during a major s tonn that occurred on 
Thanksgiving Eve of 1998 caus ing a 
major 18-inch high-pressure gas main to 
be exposed and the rupture of an eight
inch sewer main, causing raw sewage to 
spill into Massey Creek. 

For further infonnation about this pro
ject, please contact Loren Reinho ld, at 
(206) 870-6524. 

Saltwater Park Bridge is inspected fol
lowing the earthquake. 

Missoula Children's 
Theatre Presents 

'Alice in Wonderland ' 
The Missoula Ch ildren's Theatre 

(MCT) wi ll be auditioning children, 
grades K- 12, to be one of 50-60 actors, ac
tresses and assis tant directors in their 
unique produc tion of Alice in 
Wonderland. Youth, living in Des Moine 
or auending school in the Highline and 
Federa l Way School Districts, can audi
tion on Monday, July 16 at 10 a.m. at the 
Des Moines Field House, I 000 South 
220th St. The audition is free of charge, 
but if cast for a role, a $50 participation 
fee must be paid prior to the firs t re
hearsal. Cast members will be given a re
hearsal schedule for the week. 

The week wi ll conclude with two pub
lic performances on Saturday, July 21, 
200 I , at the Masonic Retirement Home, 
22333 Marine View Drive South. Tickets 
for the performances will be available 
throughout the week o f rehearsals; adu lt 
ticke ts arc $5, chi ldren ages 3-12 are $3, 
and children 2 and under are free. 

AUDITIONS 
Monday, July 16, 200 I 

10 a.m. 
Field House, I 000 South 220th St. 



DES MOINES CITY COUNCIL 

Scott Thomasson 
Mayor 

Bob Sheckler 
Mayor Pro Tem 

Terry Brazil 
Council member 

Dave Kaplan 
Cotmcilmember 

Dan Sherman Gary To we Don Wasson 

CITY COUNCIL 

HIGHLIGHTS 

• Approved purchase of 
property located at I st Avenue 
South between South 202nd 
and South 204th Streets for 
$37,500. 
• Held a public hearing re
gard ing elementary school 
minimum lot size. 

Adopted the following 
Resolutions: 
• No. 900 adopting the 200 I 
Employee Pay Plan and set
ting the formula for the 2002 
and 2003 Pay Plans. 
• No. 90 I approving Final 
Plat for Highland Crest 
Division # I , for Landmark 

CITY OF DES MOINES 
21 630 lith Avenue South 
Des Moines, WA 98 198 

Council member Council member Council member 

Homes. 
• No. 902 adopting the 
Interlocal Agreement between 
the City, King County, City of 
SeaTac, Port of Seattle and 
Washington State Department 
of Transportation for the pur
pose of preparing the fi nal de
sign for, and permitting of, 
projects to implement the Des 
Moines Creek Basin Plan. 

Approved the following agree
ments/bids/contracts: 
• Contract for Des Moines 
Sports Park clearing services 
The Clearing Company, Inc. 
in the amount of $52,000, plus 
tax and a I 0% contingency. 
• Contract for professional 
engineering design services 

ECRWSS 

for 200 1 Arterial Maintenance 
Program to KPG in the 
amount of $39,012.73 , plus a 
L 0% contingency. 
• Amended lnterlocal Agree
ment between the City and 
King County for the King 
County Waste Reduction and 
Recycling Grant and the King 
County City Optional 
Program Grants. 
• Contract for engineering 
services and database for the 
Pavement Management 
System to Nichols Consulting 
Engineers in the amount of 
$23,6 10.00, plus a 10% con
tingency. 
• Contract with King County 
for King County Youth Sports 
Facilities Grant award. 

POSTAL CUSTOMER 

• Interlocal with Yakima 
County to house Des Moines' 
inmates in the Yakima County 
Jail. 

Approved the fo llowing ordi
nances: 
• o. 1279 codi fy ing a "Fair 
Employment Policy" for the 
City's work force. 
• No. 1280 extending the 
current moratorium for the ac
ceptance of applications for 
and issuance of zoning, land 
use, bui lding and development 
permits, business licenses, or 
any other City approvals relat
ed in any way to adult enter
tainment or retail businesses 
and/or uses in the City of Des 
Moines. 
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